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The Taming of the Shrew opens September 5 at the Coronado Playhouse
“He that knows better how to tame a shrew, Now let him speak, “ challenges Petrucio (Pete Shaner) after a skirmish with his new bride Katharina (Victoria Mature).  The 12th Annual FREE Coronado Shakespeare set in Renaissance Italy revisits this classic battle of the sexes.  Director Keith A. Anderson edited the play and substituted modern equivalents for archaic words. Anderson feels strongly that Shakespeare should be immediately understood by the audience.  Anderson stated, "Since 25% of the words are archaic, some editing is necessary.  Every year, there are audience members who tell me that it is the first time that they really understood Shakespeare. We've also had scholars and teachers who attend who have told me that they could not tell where the substitutions had been made.   We have full houses every night for the free performances.  Many teachers and students as well as the general public attend the performances, and the San Diego Shakespeare Society brings a large group every year.    The Playhouse plays a vital role in the community with our regular productions  as well as the Free Shakespeare and we want to continue the 62-year tradition of community service to the City of Coronado”  
The Taming of the Shrew), one of Shakespeare’s most popular comedies is also one of the most problematic for feminists who abhor Petruchio’s macho attitude.  Shakespeare presents a farcical look at wealthy Renaissance Paduan society, a patriarchy which trades its daughters for financial gain.  Immortalized  in film by husband and wife duo Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, this comedy presents a battle of the sexes that is settled only when couples decide on peace rather than war in marriage.
 
Baptista (Eric Hedberg), a rich Paduan merchant has two daughters - the playful, lovable Bianca (Jessica Seaman) and razor-tongued Katharina (Vicotria Mature).  And though Bianca has several suitors (Lucentio (Terence J. Burke), a visitor to Padua; Hortensio (James Steinberg), Petruchio's friend; and Gremio (Marty Greenberg), a wealthy neighbor, Bianca may not marry until the elder sister Kate has found a husband.

 
When the boorish Petruchio (Pete Shaner) announces his willingness to marry any woman with a large enough dowry, Bianca's dilemma seems to be solved.  Bianca's suitors Hortensio and Lucentio decide to don disguises as her private tutors to win her love and Lucentio switches places with his servant Tranio (Dave Rivas). 
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But is it possible that Petruchio has met his match in the wild Kate?  They lead the battle of the sexes in this boisterous farce and the result is a noisy, politically incorrect, irresistibly funny romp!  
The cast also includes:  Grumio (Jon Maxwell), Biondella (Amanda Everett), Frances (Mary Volpe-Dawson), Seamstress (Calandra Crane), Nick Reeves (Vincentio), Brian Terry (Pedant), and the Widow (Patty Fay).  A twenty minute musical pre-show arranged by musical director Vanessa Dinning with musical accompaniment provided by Kirk Valles and choreography by Patty Fay,  features songs from Kiss Me, Kate and other 2oth century musicals before the audience journeys back to Renaissance Italy.    
Designers include: Rosemary King (Set), Bob Mutch (Sound/Lights), Dale Goodman, (Lights), Mary Anderson (Costumes), with Janel Conde stage managing. The show opens September 1 and runs through September 28, every Thursday, Friday, Saturday at 8 PM and Sunday at 2 PM. Free tickets are available via mail.   Those with tickets are seated first. If any space remains ten minutes before the show starts,  those without tickets are seated in the order of arrival.  Playhouse members and season ticket holders can call or email the box office for reserved seating.   To get free tickets, send stamped, self-addressed envelope to the playhouse with ticket request.   Visit www.coronadoplayhouse.com for further information.   619-435-4856 box office.            
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