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Coronado, Calif., April 1, 2008 - All the comedy and magic of Noel Coward’s Blithe Spirit has been transported across the Atlantic Ocean to 1940’s Hollywood in the Coronado Playhouse’s latest theatrical production opening May 2, 2008.  
The classic tale centers on the tribulations of Charles Condomine as he’s haunted, by the ghost of his first wife Elvira who appears following a séance orchestrated by the eccentric medium, Madam Arcati.  Elvira’s appearance throws the ordered life Charles leads with his second wife into turmoil as Elvira tries to rekindle her relationship with Charles.  But director Pete Shaner has spun an interesting twist into this classic Noel Coward farce.  Instead of visiting the British countryside, the audience will find themselves immersed in the heyday of Hollywood.

“We want to create a unique experience for the audience,” said Pete Shaner, Blithe Spirit director, “Both community theater enthusiasts who may be familiar with the play and also first time theater goers should enjoy the experience. It will be like stepping back in time and being part of the séance, the rituals, the confusion and the chaos.  We’ve created quite a few memorable surprises that we hope will breathe a new life into our production.”

Director Pete Shaner, an independent filmmaker and an officer in the Air National Guard, is a fairly recent addition to the Coronado Playhouse and theater.  He was first seen in the role of ‘Hornbeck’ in Inherit the Wind and most recently he’s played ‘Orlando’ in Shakespeare’s As You Like It.  He’s currently finishing up an independent film version of As You Like It using most of the same cast members from the theatrical production.
The play is being produced by Lizzie Mander-Wilson, who is a long time veteran of the Coronado Playhouse in addition to being a member of the board for the Playhouse.  
The cast of Blithe Spirit includes Nicole Wolber (Ruth), Pete Shaner (Charles), Victoria Mature (Elvira), Jim Steinberg (Dr. Bradman), Renee Gondola (Mrs. Bradman), Amanda Everett (Edith, the maid), and Ashley Gardner (Madame Arcati).

The Coronado Playhouse, now in its 62nd season, is the longest running community theater in San Diego County.  Its new venue housed in the Coronado Community Center, features a full service bar, intimate cabaret-style seating, a terrific view of Glorietta Bay, and free parking.   The playhouse is dedicated to providing quality entertainment with a combination of delightful classic comedies, dramas, and mysteries, dazzling musicals, Shakespeare, and exciting original works by local authors.  Performances are Thursday, Friday and Saturday evenings at 8:00 p.m., with Sunday matinees at 2:00 p.m. Tickets are $25 for Friday/Saturday, $20 Thursday/Sunday with discounts available for students, senior citizens, military, and groups.  

Season passes for the four upcoming shows in 2008 can still be purchased for as little as $50.  For additional information and to purchase tickets, call the Coronado Playhouse Box Office at 619-435-4856 or visit the website, www.coronadoplayhouse.com.
